NEWS THE CHURCHES. 


THE MONTH. 


A wew interest, if that were possible, has been imparted to the controversy on the 
Vatican Decroes. The appearance in the arena of Dr. John Henry Newnan was, 
indeed, to be expected ; but he fails to satisfy his readers that his own interpretation 
of the infallibility and absolute authority of the Papacy is that of those who framed 
and published the Vatican Decrees. In fact, it would seem that, to refute Mr. 
Gladstone, the Ultramontane position must be altogether given up; and Dr. 
Newman does not scruple virtually, thoagh not formally, to abandon that posi- 
tion. It will be for the public, or for that portion of it who may carefully dissect 
his explanations and his arguments, to judge whether, by so acti 

rather vindicate than refute his illustrious opponent. We can hardly imagine that, 
by any possibility, Dr. Newman's views can 


hereditary right of kings bear to the views of statesmen who advocate a 
tutional monarchy founded on the consent and the affections of the people. 
less can we conceive of the subtle refinements and logical distinctions with which Dr. 
Newman's work abounds, and which indeed are the very staple of his 

being accepted, or even understood, by the great body of the Romish clergy in any 
country beneath the sun. And if these subtleties be not comprehended by the 
priests, still less will they be understood, or even heard of, by the people. The 
general faith, therefore, of such Romanists as accept implicitly the Vatican Decrees, 
will be that the Pope is infallible on all subjects practically affecting the conduct or 
belief of Romanists, and that bis authority on all matters is so absolute as to be para 
mount to every other. The Pope's authority and infallibility may both undoubtedly 
be reduced to such a point as in practice would be harmless; but why should such 
a process be attempted, were it not that these pretensions of the Pypacy, in their 
_ simple plainness, are perceived by men like Dr. Newman to be such as no State 
or Government can tolerate? Few, if any, Romanists cam so correctly gauge the 
public feeling of the country; hence it is that he sees so clearly the danger of the 
course on which the Ulttamontanes have so rashly entered, and cannot refrain from 
charging them, in great measure, with the responsibility of the contest which their 
own ambition has provoked. Wat else is meant by his assertion that some promi- 
nent Catholics have forgotten the responsibility attaching to “ wild words and over- 
bearing deeds ”—have stretched principles till they were on the point of snapping, 
and have done their best to kindle a conflagration which they have left to others to 
put out? Hence, in this work of Dr. Newman we have another illustration of the 
“ unity” subsisting amongst the adherents and upholders of the Papal claims! If the 
Ritualistic clergy arc, as has been said, unconsciously or unintentionally doing the 
work Ragland of the Church of —wtth Siy South way he 
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de of the Papacy and its pretensions bear about the same relation to those 

put forth by Dr. Newman as the principles of those who proclaim the divine | 


j 


34 EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. (February 1, 
that in the controversy which Mr. Gladstone's pamphlet has evoked the dignitaries 
of the Romish Church are, quite unconsciously to themselves, serving the cause of 


That an influential section of the clergy of the Church of England should be 
charged with disseminating amongst the people, whether consciously or unconsciously, 
the doctrines of the Church of Rome, is assuredly no light or unimportant matter. 
Except asa Protestant Church—a Church, that is, uttering, by the teaching of its 
ministers, an intelligent and consistent protest against those errors of a dark and 
medizval age which the Reformation of the sixteenth century sought to overthrow— 
the Charch of England can have no stand-point, no strong or permanent foundation. 
Those of her clergy who arrogate to themselves the designation of “ Catholic "—-em- 
ploying that term in the sense in which the Papal Church interprets it—who re- 
pudiate the Reformation altogether, and speak or write of the great work then 
accomplished as something of which all trae Churchmen ought to be ashamed,— 
have, in the Church to which they professedly belong, no logical or tenable position. 
They put forth their sacerdotal pretensions and vaunt their “ apostolical succession ” 
as handed down to them from Rome by true and regular descent ; but these pretensions 
the Romish Charch itself rejects, and regards the pretenders as schismatics, who, by 
remaining in a state of separation from the “true and only Church,” have lost or 
forfeited the succession which they boast, and deprived themselves of all just right to 
claim or exercise the functions of the priesthood. They are thus in the position of 
men disowned by the very authority which they invoke; they are derisively de- 
scribed as “Catholics without the Pope;” and so long as they do not acknowledge 
hian, they are not, in the judgment of that Church of which they profess to be a 
branch, Catholics at all—using that term in the very sense in which they themselves 
employ it. Ifso, what are they, then? They have no consistent stand-point. They 
repudiate fellowship with Protestants, and are themselves repudiated by the Church 
of Rome. None the less, however, do they teach its doctrines—none the less do the 
Romish clergy regard their work with satisfaction, as paving the way for a recogni- 
tion of their own more logical, though equally unfounded, claims; and none the less 
is that work, and the promulgation of these doctrines, a scandal and reproach to that 
Protestant Church in whose very bosom it is carried on. This point has been forcibly 
broaght out by the recent controversy between Canon Liddon and Monsignor Capel, 
in which the charge of directly teaching Romish doctrine, as well as imitating Romish 
practice, has, we are bound to say, been fully substantiated as against a considerable 
presentatives of the two Catholicisms, Anglican and Roman, is in many ways 
instructive. It may at first seem strange that if the Ritualists are really doing the 
work of Rome, and doing it without intention, Monsignor Capel should direct public 
attention to the fact. It would, we might_suppose, be more in keeping with the 
proselytizing, and at the same time crafty, policy of the Papal Church to ignore that 
fact entirely. The circumstance that this is not now thought needful, shows how 
far the work of Rome within the pale of the Anglican communion has really been 
effected. It has, in the judgment of the Romanists themselves, been so far accom- 
plished, that there is no risk in boasting of its progress. A more significant illustration 
of the true aim and tendency of the Ritualistic movement, and of its rapid growth | 


' within the last few years, could hardly be supplied. The majority of earnest Pro- 
_ testants will not care deeply to discuss the theological distinctions and metaphysical — 


subtleties by which the Anglican “Catholics” are, in doctrine, divided from the 
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Roman, and with which the controversy between Dr. Liddon and Monsignor Capel 
has bat made us too familiar. What they do care for, and what they indignantly 
deprecate, is that clergymen of high position aud dignitaries of the English Church 
should extenuate the conduct, laud and dignify the motives, and, to the best of their 


ability, protect and uphold the very men who are striving to undo the work of the 
Reformers, and to subvert the basis on which alone the Church of England can rest. 


If men like Canon Liddon are “ unconscious” that the faint blame with which now 
and then they visit the so-called “ excesses” of the Ritualistic party is, in reality, their 
best encouragement, it is high time they should be enlightened on the subject, and 
taught to know that, in the estimation of the Protestant laity, those are the greatest 
enemies of the Church who would leaven her with Romish doctrine, and those her 
best friends who oppose, to the utmost of their power, what is falsely styled the 
“ Catholic” revival. 


Those extraordinary “ discourses” or allocutions of the present Pope, published 
last year by his own express authority, and comprising 290 of his fervid and inflamma- 
_ tory speeches, all delivered since the commencement of his self-styled “imprisonment ” 

within the Vatican—in plainer language, since the fall of his temporal dominion— 
are now receiving a fresh meed of public attention. This circumstance is due to 
an able article, in thé lately published number of the Quarterly Review, by the 
distinguished author of the “ Political Expostulation.” It is scarcely necessary to | 
say that Mr. Gladstone shows himself well acquainted with all the movements, 
political and ecclesiastical, which for many years past have taken place in Italy, 
and thoroughly cognizant of the spirit, the aims, and the successive intrigues of the 
Papal Court and its Ultramontane partizans and agents. But the chief value of 
this criticism of the Pope’s speeches and harangues consists in this, that the accom- 
plished reviewer has so summarized them as in a most masterly style to concentrate 
the attention of his readers on all the salient features of the present Pontiff's 
character, as also upon all the most extravagant and monstrous assumptions of the 
Papacy which have been specially associated with his own personality and name. 
- In this point of view the article is deeply interesting, and well deserves from all 
Protestants the most careful and studious perusal. 


The regret so generally felt at the avowed determination of Mr. Gladstone to retire 
from the leadership of that great party over whose councils he has so long and so ably 
presided, is but a tribute justly due to the principles, the genius, and the achievements 
which have signalized his career. The concern felt and expressed at his retirement 
is, under these circumstances, natural to all who desire that the statesmanship of 
this great nation should be distinguished by strength of conviction and of purpose, 
and by talents of the highest’ order. That concern, therefore, is shared in by men 
of varied shades of political opinion. That Mr. Gladstone's long services have fully 
earned him a title to retire, few will venture to dispute ; that at the age of sixty-five 
it is reasonable that he should seek exemption from the more pressing cares and 
anxieties of statesmanship, may also be admitted ; but whilst his health and strength 
drawal from the eminent position he has so long occupied will be generally felt to be a 


Our evangelistic brethren from America, Messrs. Moody and Sankey, on whose 
efforts for the good of souls in so many towns and cities of our own country the | 
blessing of the Great Head of the Church has so manifestly rested, have of late been 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
serious disadvantago to the country. 
| 
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prosecuting their Christian labours in the important, manufacturing town of Sheffield. 
There, as in other places, the results of their faithful proclamation of the Gospel, and 
of their powerful appeals to the hearts and consciences of men, have been seen in the 


awakening to religious earnestness of thousands who before were insensible to the 


claims of Christ and his salvation, and in a marvellous increase of the faith, hope, 
and zeal of those who already had believed. Everywhere the same phenomena pre- 
sent themselves. The meetings, whether for preaching or for prayer, on all days 
and at all hours, have been thronged to overflowing; and the same intense anxiety, 
irrepressible earnestness, and depth of religious feeling have been characteristic of 
them all. That here—as in all the large centres of population which Messrs. Moody 
and Sankey have already visited—great and lasting spiritual good will be effected, it 
would be alike faithless and presumptuous to doubt. We fully anticipate that the 
same divine blessing will attend and follow our brethren in all the places of their 
sojourn, and that, in answer to fervent prayer, a special manifestation of it will be 
witnessed in the great metropolis itself. : 


Ta the literature of the now famous controversy on the Vatican Decrees a new 
and most important contribution has been added from the western side of the Atlantic. 
This is no less than a concise history of the Vatican Council, from authentic docu- 
ments and records—showing the motives from which it originated, the intrigues 
carried on during its session, and the entire spirit which prompted its proceedings— 
compiled with great care and accuracy, and followed by an exhaustive argument on 
the subject of Papal infallibility, by that celebrated divine, the Rev. Dr. Philip 
Schaff. This work, just now, is not only of special interest, but of great importance 
also; the more so as Dr. Schaff has appended to it the entire text, alike in Latin and 
English, both of the Syllabus and the Vatican Decrees, and prefixed to the whole 
Mr. Gladstone’s pamphlet on the latter. To those who wish to have before them a 
comprehensive and correct view of all the facts and data on which discussion on a 
topic so tous can be founded, this work will be invaluable; and the learned 
author congratulate himself on having thereby rendered an immense service to 
the cause of Protestantism, in its ing conflict, in all the nations of the world, 
with Papal power and pretensions. recent phase of that conflict, to which 
Dr. Schaff's-work especially refers, has excited in America an amount of interest 
second in intensity only to that which it has evoked amongst ourselves. This is no 
matter for surprise; England and America are natural allies, bound together by 
common interests and common sympathies in resisting the assumptions of the Papacy; 
and nowhere should we expect to find more uncompromising hostility to the spirit 
which breathes throughout the Vatican Decrees than in those countries of the 
western world which have so long been an asylum for the persecuted, and the sacred 
and impregnable retreat of civil and religious freedom. , 


Once more France is in commotion. Once more a “ project” of constitutional 
laws, or, as it is vaguely but significantly styled, for the “ organization of the public 
powers,” has been debated in the French Assembly. Many are the measures which, 
within the last two years, have been brought forward for establishing some kind of 
definite government for our French neighbours, but all and sundry have fallen 
through. It has been somewhat smartly said that most of these schemes have been 
designed to prevent, rather than to secure, the adoption of any permanent or lasting 
form of government. Certain it is that most of them have only been “provisional,” 


and the project now before the French Chamber is no exception to the rule. In the 


> 


at 
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present temper of the Assembly it were vain to propose any constitution foundea 


 wpon distinctive principles in politica, whether imperial, kingly, or republican. 


Any constitution, any mode of government, which would awaken and sustain 
enthusiasm would, if proposed, be certain of rejection. Split up into parties as it is, 
the only real power possessed by the Assembly is that of defeating whatever scheme 
any one of those parties may bring forward in the way of final settlement. This has, 
of late, been so clearly understood—experience has proved it so abundantly—that 


_ when the Legislatare last met, it seemed as if, by tacit consent, all plans, projects, or 


proposals, of whatever kind, for “ organizing ” the government of the country were, 
for the time at least, to be abandoned. The eagerness of the Marshal-i resident, how- 
ever, to have his own powers consolidated, and thereby to obtain a firmer hold upon 
the nation, has disappointed these anticipations, and another neutral or provisional 
measure has been introduced. The Marshal had, no doubt, been deeply mortified 
by the refusal of the Assembly to give priority, in the consideration of the or- 
ganization of his own powers, to his pet project of a second Chamber; and he 
seems to have resolved not only that this Chamber should, if possible, be constituted, 
but that the sovereign power of dissolving the Assembly should be vested in himself. 
The reception accorded to the scheme now before the Legislature, which inclades 
these two provisions, has not been such as to hold out much hope of its success ; it 
seems likely to share the fate of its predecessors. Its chief recommendation is that it 
only aims to be “ provisional,” and that nothing but a provisional constitation is at 
present possible. Just, however, on this very ground, it is disliked. The Republicans 
oppose it, because, as they affirm, it does not respond to the wants or wishes of the 
nation; the Monarchists avow that, under the present régime, they will support no 
constitutional bills whatever, but wil] grant to Marshal MacMahon only such powers 
as are needful for the maintenance of public order. Under such circumstances, what 
can either be expected or accomplished! 


The great change which, within the last few weeks, has occurred in the political 
status and government of Spain, seems to have taken Europe by surprise. That 
Prince Alfonso had a powerful party in his favour, that his mother had renounced 
_ her own claims to the throne in his behalf, and that the political predilections of the 
Spanish people tended rather to a monarchical than to a republican form of govern- 
but that, within ten or fourteen days, a restoration of the Bourbon dynasty would 
be effected without violence, bloodshed, or disorder, and that the son of Isabella 11. 
would re-enter in triumph the capital from which his mother, six years since, had 
so ignominiously been expelled, would have been regarded almost as impossible. 
Yet this feat has been successfully achieved, and, apparently, with the concurrence 
and to the satisfaction of the larger portion of the people. It was emphatically the 
result, like previous changes in the Spanish Government, of a military pronuncia- 
miento; yet it has been welcomed by all classes of society. 1t would, of course, be 
premature, as yet, to speculate on its results. It has evoked, naturally enough, the 
hostility of Carlism ; and the Pretender’s recent manifesto proclaims once more that 


he alone is the true and rightfal monarch of the country, and that he will never 


abate one iota of his claims. But his friends are failing him, many of his officers 
have given in their adherence tu the new régime, Don Carlos himself cannot be 
induced to leave the mouftains, and his cause appears upon the wane. Everything, 
as regards the future of Spain, will depend on the policy pursued by the young King 
and his advisers. He himself is said to have declared that he will govern constitu- 
tionally, and upon principles as liberal as may be compatible with his position as the 


i 
* 


+ 
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men whom the State refused to recognize, and been fined times without number for 
appointing them; these fines he has declined to pay, and has been again and again 
forcibly suspended from his functions. For this he has been regarded as a martyr, and 
has received no end of ovations and addresses from the members of the Ultramontane 


one of many proofs that the conflict between the State and the Romish Church in 
Germany has now become one which may be appropriately described as “ war to 
the knife.” Concession or surrender are alike impossible. Both parties are com- 
mitted to a struggle, the end of which is not yet, but which, when it shall at length 
arrive, will be decisive in its character and irreversible in its results. 


The excitement caused by the recent affray between the Turks and Montenegrins 
at Podgoritza, and the fears entertained of a war thence ensuing between the Prince of 


_ Montenegro and the Porte, may have appeared to many greatly disproportioned to 


the real occasion, either for indignation or alarm. When, however, the ill-feeling so 
long subsisting between the two races is remembered, when it is borne in mind that 
that feeling is intensified by religious animosity, and that the Montenegrins burn 
with ardour to avenge the humiliation inflicted on them by Turkey thirteen years 
ago, we may perhaps cease to wonder that the European Powers should have 
regarded the present dispute as one in which they might with advantage intervene. 
The fact, moreover, that the Montenegrins, although only 100,000 in number, 
might, from their mountainous maintain for a considerable time an 
active and harassing warfare with an enemy six or eight times more numerous, 
lends additional weight to this consideration. Lovers of peace, therefore, will be 
glad of the intervention of the Powers, especially as it seems likely to succeed. We 
must allow that the modus operandi of that intervention was barely consistent with 
the respect due to the Porte as itself an independent State. Bat the position of 
Turkey is anomalous. She has not treated her Christian subjects as she should have 
done, nor taken into account the sacrifices which the other Governments of Europe 
have made on her behalf. There has of late been throughout her dominions an-<dut- 
break of Mussulman fanaticism against her subjects of another faith,' which the 
Ottoman Government has connived at, or, at least, has not laboured to suppress. 
The deputation to the Sultan from the Evangelical Alliance, to remonstrate with his 
Majesty on the persecutions endured by Turkish converts to the Gospel, represents 
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Catholic sovereign of so Catholic a land. Religions toleration has been promised, 
yet some symptoms have been shown of a disposition to interfere with Protestant 
é liberty of worship. Should a reactionary policy be unhappily pursued, new changes 
and further revolutions will undoubtedly occur ; but should « conciliatory line of 
| conduct be adopted, the restoration may prove a new starting-point for Spain, and 
| the Carlist insurrection having been effectively suppressed, moderate men of all 
parties may rally round the new government, and inaugurate for the hitherto 
unsettled and distracted country, a new era of civil and religious freedom, and of 
national prosperity and peace. 
\ vs 
The contumacious Bishop of Paderborn, who, before the recent ecclesiastical laws 
of Germany were passed, announced his resolute determination to resist them, has, by 
the Imperial Government, been deposed from his episcopate, and will, it is anticipated, 
| be expelled from Germany itself. This prelate has waged against the civil power of 
| the empire a most persistent and uncompromising war. He has appointed clergy- 
| party. At length, after an inquiry suggested by the Public Prosecutor, the Eccle- 
id siastical Court has pronounced his final deprivation. Bishop Martin’s case affords 
| 


deprecating with deep and compassionate 
sorrow the spirit manifested on either side. 
The dust cast ap the Rationalist party 
has blinded and confused the general public. 
Propagating the confusion through the po- 
pular press—almost every organ of which 
has its hit at the Synod, from the Délats to 


authorization to open a school. the mayor 
replied that Protestants ought to esteem 
themselves happy am/ satisfied that fire and 
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a conviction everywhere gaining ground—viz, that if Turkey ix, by the help of the | 

Christian nations of Europe, to be maintained in her integrity, she must Lonextly 

recognize and act upon those great principles of religious freedom which the other 

European Powers, almost without exception, are so ready to observe. 

FRANCE. 
[From our own Correspoz.dent. } ances and petty prohibitions continually oc- 
Paris, January 18, 1875. perpetal Srl ert 
THE REFORMED CHURCH. im one place or another, where the aathori- 
It is impossible to glance over the articles | ties are ignorant, fanatical, or under the do- 

which are published on the state of the | minion of the priesthood. At Narbonne, 

| 
| 

On the 16th of December lasi the venerable 

for five hours, in a little market-cart, to reach | 
Rousssc, small station of the Evangelical 
forms, however, an exception, throwing «| Society in the Haute Vienne, where he was 

clear light un the subject, greatly to the satis | advertised to preach in an authorized chapel. | 

faction of the lovers of truth. “Let there | When he commericed the service with nine- 

ne | ‘<2 persons, gendarmes and msyor came with 
a letter from the sub-prefect and stopped the 
on as usual. Bat such is the erbitrary state 

the law. Sach instances have multiplied 
lately. 
| PRIESTLY FANATICISM. 
| The priest-party are sinking deeper and ) 

dating from deeper into fanaticism ; take the following ex- 

Charch select the | tract from one of their journals. A contrast 

of Reformed drawn between the little “godless ones” 

The Presbyterial who blaspheme their “Mother” (the Virgin) : 

April. The change of Ministry may cause|and the little “angels,” full of candour, 

some delay in various decisions, for a new | piety, and immocence, who have listened to 

Mmuster has to stady the subject, which takes Marie “ appropriating to herself the words of f 

time. Is it mot an anomaly that the affairs her Son: ‘Saffer the little children to come 

of the Reformed Church of Frence—the | unto me !*” The church was crammed with 

Church of the heroes and martyrs whom no little ones, ushered in by a Capuchin, whose 

chain could bind, and whose progress no| bare feet paddled in the slushy streets under | 

by the administrative cobwebs constantly Bretons thereby. When he concluded his sr- 

winding their newly-formed meshes sboat mon, he addremed the sea of little heads : | 

them, through the opposition of the Ration- | “ Before consecrating yourselves to the Blessed | 

alists / The struggle wears out the spirit, | Virgin, and being blessed by the Vicar- 
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY. |God with all your heart, and serve him as | 
M.Ed. de Pressensé’s speech on’ liberty to| well as-you can “Yes.” say few timid 
worship God, has been tanch remarked mpon, voices. “Too lukewaran, by far!” said the | 
and a second readir; of the proposed law has | monk ; “I want a decided, generous promis | 
been obtained by it. The continued annoy-! gushing from every heart. The “Yes! | 


E 


coming to reveal herself at Lourdes, the shrine 
of the Smiling Lady, to be the same identi- 
cal lady; lady of the same mercy and the 
same love, in tears or in joy, in whom alone 
our country hopes,—Our Lady !” Such is the 


Protestant sects of all shades, which seem to | that 


have resolved, like so many vultures, to de- 

vour the souls of our poor little children, 

our workmen, and youth of both sexes”! 
Of €ourse the reaction from such language 


1 
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| - “ ou of the villages around, where are 
mise to love your parents, and always to obey | many Christians, shows ; 
them!” “Yes!” shout the children. “Do | of the promise is nigh, “They shall be filled. 
you promise to work actively, and waste no | I believe that in France generally scriptural 
time 7” “Yes!” “Do you promise to for- 
; sake lying?” “Yes!” “Do you promise to 
forsake greediness 1” “Yes, yes!” And the 
congregation of fathers and mothers laugh in 
their sleeve, for they know what is the real 
value of these promises. At this point the 
Capuchin father took a little child in his 
| arms, with the banner, and turning towards — 
the image of the august Virgin, pronounced | danger is that of losing sight of the objective 
the form of consecration, and the Vicar- | truths, held hitherto with too weak « grasp. 
: General gave the blessing. Some pastors have understood this, and are 
Lately the annals of Notre Dame de| continuing an onward and upward career, 
| Lourdes were filled with the account of the | drawing others with them to Christ and to 
pilgrimage of the worshippers of Notre Dame | holiness. Others need a higher reach of 
‘the grotto of the Pyomon faith in the Word of God, to cast aside the 
A vision was seen of the Weeping Lady of | ever-varying gait produced by resting on 
the Alps, “as on a car of triumph—her | feeling and personal experience, and to come 
holy mountain, her marvellous history— | forth boldly with the Gospel as the power of 
fanaticism in which Ultramontanism revels; 
and it utters a cry of distress over Paris, 
where priests are wanting! “In certain 
of quarters there is scarcely a priest for 10,000 
f souls, among whom there is carried on the 
infernal propaganda of the freethinkers and 
| and its consequences is immense; and no| which they may belong, for prayer, and to 
wonder was excited by the civil interment of | work personally to further the kingdom of 
Ledru Rollin being attended by 60,000 per- | Jesus Christ. . . . It seems to me preferable 
eons, or that the opening of the wonderful | to commence by those churches where the need 
new Opera-house should be regarded as the | of a more abundant and active spiritual life 
Pi most exciting event since the war. is manifested, in order to have more rapidly 
| RELIGIOUS REVIVAL—THE HOME MISSION. | certain foci of warmth and light. I greatly 
The Week of Prayer in Paris showed some | wish that the invitations should be signed by 
us little progress on past years ; a certain increase | all the pastors of each locality, -and that 
2 in warmth was perceptible. The first, held | un 
at Taitbout Chapel, was, it is true, composed 
of scarcely seventy persons, but increasing | I 
4 numbers showed a deepening interest to the 
. end of the week. The fear of innovation, | at 
=: | and of anything out of the regular course, 
a still cramps these meetings, which lack spon- 
at taneousness. In Nimes the prayer-meetings | 1 
t were also less free and open than was ex- 
. pected, and yet prayers went up from hun-/ the labourers France so intensely needs. The 
7 gering souls, and the blessing so ardently following lines by M. Gustave Monod, agent | 
‘ looked for will doubtless come.- The intense of the British and Foreign Bible Society, . 
Bn 
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might be taken up by other faithful societies: | Spirit of God, and desirous of doing some- 
thing for their Saviour, give on all points of 
France two, three, or four months to Bible 
colportage. We are ready to afford them 
the requisite facilities, and we shall see an 
army of valiant soldiers of Christ carrying 


“The number of colporteurr whom we employ 
in France is limited solely by the difficulty 
of finding men well qualified for so excellent 
and delicate a work. We prefer leaving a 
_ department without a colporteur than to run 
the risk of seeing the Gospel compromised 
as it sometimes has been. ... It is not 
necessary to enter into an engagement fora 


whole year; let young men animated by the. 


SWITZERLAND. 


RATIONALISM IN THE PROTESTANT CHURCH OF BASLE.—A PASTOR'S 
FAREWELL. 


© It cannot but be both interesting and im- 
portant to Christians in this country to know 
of the various struggles which our brethren 
abroad are sustaining, in order that our sym- 
pathies may be drawn ont towards them ; 
that eo, if one member suffer, the others may 
suffer with it—if one rejoice, the others may 
be partakers of the joy. I have, therefore, 
thought it worth while to translate, for these 
pages, a remarkable sermon which I heard in 
Basle when I happened to be pessing through 
that town in September last. Friends there 
told me something of the sad advances of a 
spirit of spurious liberality; and yet many 
seemed staggered at the step which one of the 
most esteemed pastors cf the National Church, 
the Rev. J. J. Riggenbach, was taking to 
oppose the flood. I was told that he had 
resigned his charge, and was about to preach 
bis farewell sermon, and was urged to go and 
hear what he had t say. Consequently, 
early on the morning of the 6th of September, 
I made my way to the St. Leonard’s Church. 
It is a large and roomy building. But early 
though I was, I found it crowded; and soon 
not only was every seat occupied, but all the 
aisles and passages—yea, every available spot ; 
the crowd even filling the porches and door- 
ways out into the streets; and very attentive 
did all that vast i 


congregation prove. 
The first part of the service, which was 


liturgical, was short, and not very impressive, 
at least to me as a stranger; though from this 


sembly. Mr. Riggenbach then read the sixth 
chapter of the Second Epistle to the Corinth- 
ians, and the first three verses of the seventh 
chapter, taking this portion as his text, and 
with a fine, clear delivery preached the follow- 
ing sermon, which has since been printed, by 
desire, in Rasle. I leave it to tell ite own 
story, and the story of the impending strug- 
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truth. Hear me, therefore, patiently. 


On the 5th of June, of this year, I sent 


— 
and hamlets of our country. We aim at 
nothing less than this,” 
, gle. If a few positions are taken up in it 
; with which Christians in this land may per- 
haps find it difficult to sympathize, I think 
|it ia precisely such points which enable us | 
the better to understand the state of feeling 
and the difficulties of our foreign brethren. | 
At all events, 1 wish to act only as a re- 
porter. I. G. 
wane 
_ My dear hearers, and you especially of my 
| own flock,—Speaking to you to-day, for the i 
| last time, in the official position of co-pastor 
. of St. Leonard’s, I do not wish to preach « | 
regular sermon, but have rather determined 
to speak openly and unreservedly on the 
motives which have led me to lay down an ' 
| office which I have held for eight years. I 
, hope to do it with strictest regard for truth, 
and, as much as may be, to abstain from 
harsh judgments and recriminations, so that 
| passions may not be stirred in this holy place ; . 
‘at the same time, to avoid that weakness and 
fear of man which, by a misuse of the word 
“charity,” does not dare to call actions and | 
scandals by their right name, or to expose ! 
them to the full light of the unerring Word . 
of God. Perhaps I may succeed in winning | 
‘over those whose hearts are accessible to the 
| 
in to the Government of Basle a request to be 
allowed to resign my office, accompanying it, 
however, with the declaration that I was 
remark I must except the singing of a very | quite ready to remain as I was if only full 
grand bymn, well accompanied on « fine | freedom were allowed me in the exercise of 
organ, and nobly j in by that large as-, that office. By s curious coincidence, this 
was the anniversary of the day on which, 
nineteen years before, I bad been ordained. 
At that time the professors of our University 
and the chief pastors of our Church, on the 
authority of Holy Scripture and of our Basle 
Confession, which is based on Scripture, had 
laid upon me the duty, and committed to me 
the authority, to preach the Gospel, to admin- 


- 


would doubtless have done so yet more had I 


more intimately. It is not, then, from 
any want of kindly feeling on your part that 
I now resign my post. Nor is the reason to 
be sought in any desire of mine to leave 
the Reformed Church. Oh, no! The Church 
in which I was born and have grown up 
to manhood, which has had enough con- 


to the 
she is to be but, as it were, one of 
able to visit more among you, and to see | subordinate departments, much like those 
Finance, of Justice, or of Education. When 


speak of the independence of the Church, 


only the right to the free and full use of her 
opportunities, Jesus Christ is the alone Lord 


and Master of his Church; he has let out his 


fidence in me to ordain me toa spiritual office, | vineyard to the husbandmen ; and, according 
is very dear to me. I know many other to the parable, he has gone into the far 


Churches—indeed, for six years I laboured 


in a Free Church ; yet I testify that I have 
ever felt at home and in comfort in our own 
Reformed Church, which nourished me with 
the truth of the Gospel, and watched over 
my growth. Here I learnt to find the field 
containing the hidden treasure, and have been 
led to buy both the treasure and the ficld. 
No other foundation can be laid than that 
the Reformers laid; and that fruit of their 
faith and knowledge which we inherit in their 


writings, their confessions, and especially in | i 


the Heidelberg Catechism, do I recognize as 
the ground on which our further progress 
should be built—on which surely, considering 
the time, much more progress should already 
have been made. In that Catechism I find 
the foundation-stones for a holy temple, a 
habitation of God through the Spirit. But 
the ground of all the present evil, and the 


‘reason of my retirement from an office with 


which I have hitherto stood invested, is just 
that the builders have failed to understand 
their calling. Openly, therefore, do I proclaim 


_ that from the Church, as the Reformers un- 


derstood the word, I do not ; on the 
contrary, I hope still to live in her, to work 


‘im her, and one day, by God’s grace, peace- 


country. Now let the Church, standing on 


those fruits which He expects. Just in this 
way exist in our day a whole circle of Churches 
which have been allowed freely to constitute 
themselves, and which are ruled by those 
only who their creed. 

For the Charch of Basle I desired just so 
much independent autonomy ; but those who 
are jast now in power have yery different 
views; they seek to take entire possession of 


Church appointed by them have not only 
allowed it to be so, but have become them- 
selves the instruments of this iniquity, in- 
stead of understanding, seizing, and victori- 
ously using the opportunity, perhaps never 


the vineyard ; and, alas! the servants of the — 


to be offered again, of attaining to freedom. 
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| ivter the sacraments, and to fulfil all the obli-| fully to fall asleep in her. For I am not 
1 gations of the pastoral office, wherescever I | concerned about any new Church—yea, in 
| might be duly called for the purpose; at the | the first instance, not even about a Free 
| seme time expressing a good hope thst, if I Chureh—bat about a new life in the Church. 
were diligent in searching the Seriptures,| You will ask, “Then, why this resignation, 
it earnest in prayer, and blameless in walk endif you acknowledge to have been Blessed in 
Py conversation, my labour would not remain | this congregation, and profess to remain still a 
; fs barren or unfruitful. Traly, I dare not assert | faithfal member of the Church of the Refor- 
— that I have uninterruptedly lived up to these | mation ?” : 
conditions ; yet, in all humility, I must de-| In order that you may rightly understand 
clare that in each of my various fields of | the step I have taken, I must go back to first 
labour the Lord has granted me the confidence | principles, and especially to the question of 
of many hearts, so as to enable me to sustain | the connection of the Church with the State ; 
their faith, to comfort them in affliction, to | and I earnestly hope that I may command 
quicken their hope, and, in the measure in, your attention the while, and may be able to 
which my own faith received strength, to lead make my meaning very plain to you. 
them also in the path of a lively and perfect! The very first question, then, at this 
faith. Yea, in this congregation also, I have | moment is, whether the Church in Basle is 
had many tokens that I have not laboured in to have any free and independent standing ; 
vain. 
y 
been f 
I 
I 
am lar from meaning any p 
: of interference in the sphere of politics, but 
| 
} | that rock of Peter’s confession in Matt. xvi. 
r , 18, and in the confidence that the gates of 
| hell shall not prevail against her, feel that, 
| according to our Lord’s intention, her hands 
. > are free in all matters of teachers and of 
| doctrine, of things spiritual and concerning 
divine service, of home and foreign missions, 
: of opening and shutting, and of the disposal 
| of her own pecuniary means. Only thus, it 
being ever postulated that the Spirit of God 
| s with her, can she bring forth to perfection 
| 
| 


~. 


| 


- - 
° 


| 
| 
4 


such things exist, it becomes absolutely im- 


_ juries cannot be got to convict the guilty ; so 


supreme 
which renounces her own confession, which 


one teach that Jesus is your God and Saviour, 
and the other teach that he is nothing of the 


kind,—that communion, be it what else it may, 
has ceased to be a Church of Christ. For 
the Son of God, Jesus Christ, is not “yea” and 
“nay” in the same breath, but he is “yea” and 
“amen to the glory of God by us.” And where 


possible for those who will bold by the 


[From our own Correspondent. ] 
Florence, January 18, 1875. 

THE ITALIAN PARLIAMENT 
will shortly resound with din. The 
working majority of the moderate Liberal 
party has been considerably strengthened by 
recent elections, yet the Radicals of the 
South seek to make capital out of Garibaldi’s 
nomination and probable early visit to Rome, 
and ever dream of grasping the reins of 
power. The two great themes of discussion 
are public safety and the The state 
of Sicily calls for exceptional legislation. 
Scoundrelism, in various forms, is lifting up 
its head, and the suspension of the H 
Corpus is loudly called for. As in 
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Evangelical Confession? Where am I 
it? Is it not a bitter irony to put 

at the very head of the new 
siastical law? I maintain that this very pare- 
graph shuts out from the National Church 
of Basle all those who earnestly hold to the 


But the money question is even more 
clamant. With all the increase of taxation, 
we are no nearer a financial equilibrium, and 
the various ministries of the State are short 
of funds for an effective administration of 
their concerns; the War and Education 
Departments particularly need larger appor- 
tionments. But where is the additional in- 
come to come from? The property-tax has 
gone up to above 40 per cent.! It is painful 
to see whole columns of filled with 
notices of forced sales of small properties in 
‘Palermo and Pietrasanta, because their owners 
have not paid the taxes, and to think of the 


the abolition of trial by jury for the present 


amount of irritation produced thereby among 


\ 
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1874, the notice that in such a case I should |thing which indeed has been held in its 
: render myself liable to imprisonment for *ix time, but which each one now is free to 
months, or to fine of 2,000 franca. This, | tisieve or not as he pleases? Or how can 
i then, dear friends, is what we have come to | the Apostles’ Creed be any longer held to be 
in Basle ! an abstract of the belief of the Church, when 
Judge, therefore, whether I can still re- not only a vast number of her recognized 
a coguize the Grand Council of our city as my-| members, but also some of her authorized 
. bishop, or the Synod nominated by it as my office-bearers, declare that they listen to it, 
| j and read it out, if at all, but as a matter of 
ti form? What is all this but deceit and 
| forbils those w easion duplicity—yea, an absolutely untenable posi- 
ll openly to declare it, a Church in which the | tion? What means that first paragraph of 
4 so-called Liberal spirit of the age is con- 
, sidered a title to membership,— bas not re- 
nounced this confession alone, but the very 
: essentials of Christianity. When, from the | 
4 same pulpit, at one moment Christ may be | 
i preached as the Crucified and the Risen One, | 
5 and at the next moment he may be in most | 
é explicit terms denied ; when duly authorized | 
‘ ministers of the same communion may, the 
is the very contradiction of 
Confession, it«.cporated into 
pray you, what is 
4 
| 
| Reformed Evangelical Confession; whilst such 
3 as consent to bow under authority and to 
| have their mouths stopped, though in their 
| hearts still holding the old faith, are at best 
| but tolerated for a while. Time will prove 
| this. 
2. forth as a mere b [To be concluded in our next. ] 
| ITALY. 
is likely to become law for the southern pro- 
7 ince wher alone the disturbed districts are. 
i 
| 


; 


You. 


has been gathered together, from among 


Comba, based on recently-discovered 
documenta, on the Italian martyrs and Re- 
formers of three centuries ago. 


The Italian Bible Society has published, 


at the printing-office of the Italian : 
in Rowe, the long-promised Famil 
in octavo, with Diodati’s text rences, 


various chronological and metrical tables, 


it may become a source of blessing to all the 
families of the Peninsula. 

In Rome, for two or three years, a very 
interesting 


MILITARY CHUKCH 


Italian Evangelical soldiers, by the evan- 
gelist Capellini. The constant change of 
Italian regiments causes, of course, a con- 
siderable fluctuation in the membership, and 
yet about 100 soldiers join in each celebra- 
tion of the Lord's Supper. As tracts and 
Bibles are distributed among these soldiers, it 
may be truly said that 500 families of the 
100 cities of Italy last year received the 
Word of eternal life, on the return of these 
conscripts to their paternal homes. 
I have examined with much pleasure the 
accounts of the various 
ECCLESIASTICAL ASSEMBLIES OF EVANGELICAL 
CHRISTIANS 
during last year in this country, finishing 
with the annual gathering of the Free Chris 
tian Church in Italy at Turin, on the 15th of 
December. It is gratifying to observe the 
process of consolidation going on in all of 
them, particularly in the Waldensian Church, 
by means of district conferences. The re- 
vival of religion has everywhere formed a 
prominent topic. The better observance of 
the Lord’s-day has also occupied much at- 
tention. It is well that the Churches of 
Christ should give attention to this subject, 


when printers and other journeymen over 
( 


are naturally anxious that Italy, after so much 
kindly countenance, should provide for itself. 
No doubt a Papal country, in which the head 
of the Papacy dwells, is placed at a disadvan- 
tage, even in comparison with heathen lands. 


God's is the same in every heart. The 

when i even by the poor, 
by whom it has always been received and 
supported, must necessarily excite the desire 
and effort to extend its blessed effects to 
others. The dreadful abuse of money by the 
Church of Rome is, after all, no argument 
against its sanctified use in propagetirg the 
cause of Christ. The great defect has been 
the want of a proper system, the giving to 
the Lord regularly and proportionally. The 
laying by “in store, on the first day of the 
week, as God hath prospered him,” is being 
practised by the Italian Christian, and monthly 


collections for evangelization, or thé support 
of Gospel ordinances, are being everywhere in- 
culeated, The “power of littles” will be 
found here, as elsewhere, competent to main- 
tain the whole work. 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FREE CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH IN ITALY. 
[From the Weekly Review. ] 

The General Assembly of the Free Chris- 
tien Church in Italy was held lest week in 
Turin. Like former assemblies, it was per- 
vaded by a fine Christian spirit, and all the 
proceedings passed off satisfactorily. In ad- 
dition, much progress was made in the right 
Jirecti 

Thirty churches were represented by forty 
deputies, and the number would have been — 
greater but for an awkward blunder in the 
official circular arranging for the annul 
gathering, which led to the rejection of seve- 
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1 the Waldensian Church has commenced the Italy are deciding favourably om this matter- 
: fortnightly Cristiane Evangelico, and the| But the chief theme has been the develop- 
; Eco della Verita bas been into «| ment of the liberality of native Christians. 
: Foreign friends of Italian evangelization, whose 
i, sympathies are now appealed to on behalf of 
Bi Christian work in so many other countries, 
L- amount of petty persecution and conse- 
quent the Evangelical Churches 
| here is not understood at home. Nor is it 
sufficiently realized that this present move- 
ment, in contrast to the Reformation of the 
a sixteenth century, is chiefly confined to the 
poorer classes. No more can British Chris- 
hh tiamns enter into the scruple of the: Italian 
we evangelist, addressing a people who have left 
| a Church where all was bought and sold, to 
Yet the power of 
and a family register, us y hope | 
. a that this copy of the Scriptures may soon be | 
found in every Italian household, and that | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


4 


a 


held and preached in’ 
the Free Christian Church in Italy. 

The new Committee of Evangelization was 
appointed, and consists of the same gentlemen 
as last year, with the exception of Signor 
Conti, the Roman evangelist. 

Prizes were given to those who had made 
most progress in acquiring the English lan- 
guage; prayers were offered for the King and 
Government of Italy; votes of thanks car- 
ried to all the kind friends of the work ; and 
a host of other practical details attended to. 

The solemn ordination of four of the oldest 
and ablest ists as ministers of the | 
Church, and the presentation of communion — 
| churches of Turin, Bologna, 


cry in Italy is for living preachers 
of the life-giving Christ. The treasurer en- 
larged on all the items of his balance-sheet, 
from the special collection of 56/. among the 


developing the liberality of the people in the I am, etc., 
direction of se]f-support—and that in a sym- Joun R. McDovGatt. 
pathetic way—by monthly collections for- Scotch Church, Florence, 
warded to a central Sustentation Fund. Dec. 24, 1874. 
GERMANY. 


[From our own Correspondent.] 
——, Prussia, January 18, 1875. 
CIVIL MARRIAGE. 

The Bill for the adoption of civil marriage 
is now before the German Parliament, and 
it will undoubtedly have become law before 
many more weeks elapse. It is remarkable 
that the Government proposes to add a de- 
claratory clause to the effect that the eccle- 
siastical obligations of baptism and consecra- 
tion of marriage are not touched by this law. 
The preamble to the Bill informs us that this 
clause is to prevent people imagining that 
their religious duties are done away with. It 
seems that the alarming consequences of the 
new law in Prussia have dictated this clause. 
have done much to increase the danger of the 
new state of things by informing people that 


the religious ceremony was no longer re- 
quired. For this reason the Chief Président 
of the Province of Prussia, Mr. von Horn, has 
issued a circular to the civil registrars in his 
province, informing them that they ought not 
to encourage people to content themselves 
with the civil act. 
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH THE HOLY SEE. 
It is now two years ago that a young Secre- 
tary of Legation, the last temporary represen- 
tative’ of Prussia to the Pope, left Rome; 
since that time there have been no official 
diplomatic relations with the Holy See. Yet 
the post of a'Prussian Minister accredited to 
the Pope was always maintained in the Bad- 
get. The two last years Prince Bismarck 
exerted himself to secure the recognition of 
this post in our State Budget, as an evidence 
that reconciliation was yet not improbable; 
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as inexorable as our own excellent Assembly {| A scheme was matured on a practical basis 
Clerks at home. The forenoon meetings, | for the support of aged and infirm evangelists, 
after the first day of solemn ineuguration, | their widows and orphan children, and mm 
were devoted to private busines, 
bat an immature study, unanimously declared 
this | that the eternity of future ishment is the 
Board from Italy, on account of pecuniary | 
enbarrassments, Three of the nine evange- 
lists who have for so many years been sup- 
ported by American Christians, had been 
necessarily dismissed; but the other six had 
been retained in the simple trust that the | 
Lord would provide for the maintenance and | 
extension of his own work at a time when 
| 
| 
the raising of 12, - lor central premises in| and Milan from Christians in Birmingham, 
Rome ; and obtained the earnest promise of | Belfast, and Dublin, terminated the proceed- 
all the churches to labour more abundantly in | of the Assembly. 


siderable portion of a clergyman’s income in 


SYRIA. 


RENEWED PERSECUTION OF PROTESTANTS. 


cis. fhe i: 3 bala 
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all | through the law of civil marriage. The fees 
bapt form a not incon- 
| 
| 
| 
| | 


> 


4 
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that 
did they seize three other Christian teachers, | long-neglected people. The testimony here 


| and Selim as renegades, by what right or law | labouring for nineteen years to enlighten 
and enter with violence the American pre-| given is in corroboration of the statements 


i American from among the Moslem and 
u the treaty with the United States, which re-| pagan sects, And these things will go on 
quires Turkish ‘permission | until the Christian Powers of Europe who 
; of a consal American | rescued the Turks from annihilation in 
| ; domicile, and con- | 1854-5 insist on the execution of solemn 
verts, two of and | treaties which are now being treated as vir- 

Yusef, who escaped from Damascus. The | tually so much waste paper. 
soldiers entered Pro-| The following testimony of eye-witneses 
testamts, insulted their | will be read with painful interest by all who 
fi rings and clothing, property, | love the kingdom of Christ, and pray for the 
¢! and made a clean sweep of movable | work of the Gospel in this land of the 
effects. They violated an domicile, | Bible. The Reformed Presbyterian Mission 
3 contrary to the treaty; and even admitting ain Latakia, and among the pagan inhabit- 
shadow of to their claim to Yusef | ants of the mountains to the east, has been 


prevented by fire and sword from embracing | Metheny, assisted by the dragoman of the 
Christianity. A coarse, ruthless Turkish | British Consular Agent, who also sent a copy 
invade every American house, | to his superior officers, several points will 
i off the | appear :— 
the army, to be made the butt; 1. That a regiment of Turkish troops 
violated an American domicile in B’Humra, 


in 
" vice. The Times’ correspondent telegraphs | school and residence (which are in the 


200 miles in chains to Damascus, and see w 


3 


that chains and imprisonment, and ill 


& 


rages, unless prompt action is taken. The | Damascus in theasummer ; and they went, in 
i missionary premises in Latakia are not eafe | broad daylight, through the country, openly 
#4: for a moment if the Turkish authorities are | and unquestioned, and had been living openly 
i not held to a strict account for this outrage. in their village for two months. The Govern- 
i One is wearied with reading of the “ assur- ment could have taken them any[day without 
a | ance that the Government will prevent a violence or resistance. nh 
repetition of such an outrage,” when it is} 7. The officers who committed these out- 
only too apparent that at the very time when | rages threatened to return and break down 


‘ie Anmiryeh Christians, About the middle of | the assurance is given to this or that Ambas- 
October regiment of Turkish troops sur- | sador, orders are being sent out. to the pro- 
a Ou] the town of B’Hamra, broke into the | vinces to seize and every convert to 

mises? If these things are allowed to go on, | just made about the recent outrages com- 
there is no safety to any American home or | mitted on Christian converts for the simple 
family in Turkey. There is no such thing | reason that they are converted. On the ex- 
as liberty of conscience. The pagan Ansair- amination of this testimony, which was taken 
yeh may become Moslems, but they must be | down by the American Consular Agent, Dr. 
: Saviour. Either the Turkish Government | last, by scaling the wall, entering the school 
should throw open its army to the Christian | and summer retreat of the American mis 
. population, or treat all Christians alike, and | sionaries im Latakia, breaking down the 
both 
same 
 - hat the iurkish Government 18 not perse- | court), without permission from the Americar 
SURGES UUiiage OF the Alherican premuses in | irom the army; but why this brutal violence 
} B’Humra is only the prelude to more out-| They urged Yusef and Selim to run away from 


~ 


| 


“ve 
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to the soldiers. He saw on my finger « 
stone-cet ring, at which he grabbed, and gave 
me great pain in his endeavours to pull it 
uff. 1 entreated him to let me take it off for 


as it 
might cost him his life. 

The conduct of the Turkish Government 
ia tending to foment everywhere the old 
Islamic antichristian spirit A few weeks 
since, in Tripoli, a Moslem posted a placard 
on the gateway of the Great Mosque, cursing 
Mohammed and his followers in the vilest 
language, and signed it Khowadji Yusef and 
Kbowadji Hanna. The forgery was apparent, 
bat the object was accomplished, for hundreds 


| 
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it was only after the Motserrif had imprisoned 
and beaten a number of the Moslems, and 


gelicel Alliance to address its petitions not 
simply to the Sultan, but to the President of 
the United States, the Queen of Great Britain, 
and the Emperor of Germany, if perchance 
some substantial influence may be brought 
to bear upon this Government which will 
result in giving actual liberty of conscience 
to those who claim the God-given right of 
embracing the religion of Christ. The fact 
is now that any Moslem or pagan in Turkey 
+ who embraces the religion of Queen Victoria, 
the Emperor William, or President Grant, is 
certain to be crushed by the military power 
of the empire. No such convert is allowed 
to live at his home, to enjoy the protection 
which is given to the meanest Moslem, Kurd, 
Jew, or Greek, or to remain in the possession 
of any right except that of a tortured exist- 
ence in exile, poverty, and fear. One word 
from these three Governments, in earnest, 


jcan move the hearts 


of Moslems armed and ran frantic through | the upbuilding 

the streets, striking and insulting Christians, | high tower and 

and even insulting M. Blanche, the French Yours in Christ, 
Consul. H. Jessop. 


AMERICA. 


A WORK OF BENEVOLENCE. 
~The annual meeting of the Children’s Aid 
Society has just been held. From the 
read, it appears there are under the charge of 
the society twenty-one industrial schools and 
fifteen night-schools. There are also a num- 
ber of lodging-houses, having attached night- 
schools, Sunday meetings, gymnasium, etc., 
bringing under good influences durisfg “the 
year some 12,000 waifs of the street. There 
have been transferred over 3,000 children, 
besides adults, to country homes. The Sick 
Children’s Fund, the Flower Mission, the free 

i have been in active operation; 
and the Children’s Country Home gave a 
week of country air and. good fare to some 
1,300 destitute little ones who were sent by 
the society. Eighty teachers, with other 
assistance, are engaged in this work of bene- 
volence,. Taking the whole field of this 
society’s work, the net cost’ of each child 
is 30. 10s, per annum, including 


salaries afid all expenses, During the past 
year, 1,880 boys, 1,558 girls, 242 men, and 


report | 300 women have been provided with homes 


and employment. From the Girls’ Lodging- 
house, which is under the superintendence of 
the society, 683 children were sent to families 
as domestic servants, and the sewing-machine 
school turned out 735 operatives. The re- 
port from the Newsboys’ Lodging-house, also 
under their care, shows that during the year 
472 boys have been placed in good homes, 
and 912 lost and truant boys restored to 
relatives. There were furnished during the 
year 72,567 meals, and 70,688 lodgings to 
destitute children. Early in the summer de- 
tachments of seventy children at a time from 
the various schools were sent to the home on 
Staten Island. A week’s sea air, fresh milk, 
good fare, and play in the fields made « won- 
derful improvement in their appearance. : The 
whole expense of this part of their opera: — 
tions, including rent (240/.) and outfit, was 


| 
D leh stationed troops in all the streets, that order 
. if was restored. It is high time for the Evan- 
Be him, which I did, and gave it to him. 
my person was a new mazar (overskirt); the 
: suldier endeavoured to loosen it and take it 
’ 1 entreated him not to injure my unborn 
a child, nor the sick little one I was holding 
in my arms; he then allowed me to unloose 
| it myself, and received it from me. While 
_— he was thus engaged, other soldiers were 
, plundering the house. They broke open our 
. box, and took everything in it; and also 
r every other thing im the house. My child 
I was born four days after this.” 
i. The testimony of the Sheikh of the village 
; indicates that the object of the troops was 
| to arrest every Christian and break up the 
would settle this question for ever. Mean- 
i while, it behoves the Christian Church t 
| pray earnestly to God for deliverance. He 
of kings; He can 
| strengthen his feeble, persecuted children ; 
| | He can overrule all these painful events for 
| 
= 


observance, or especially « tenet of 
religious 


i [ 


to promote the interests of religious liberty 
avd of true godliness in the land.” Sir 
Charles Reed seconded the motion. The Rev. 


Dr. Donald Fraser, as an English Presby- | i 


terian, responded to the fraternal sentiments 
of the resolution. The main point on which 
he insisted was that the perils to which the 
pr-nciples of the Reformation were exposed in 
these days called for the hearty union and co- 
operation of all sound Protestants. The Rev. 
Dr. Angus responded with no less cordiality on 
behalf of thé Baptist denomination, as did the 
_ Rev. Dr. Morley Punshon, as a Wesleyan Me- 
thodist. Dr. Punshon expatiated upon the 


\ | | 


gregational denomination in London. Some 
of these institutions have already occupied 
their new homes here, including the Congre- 
gational Union and its affiliated British, Irish, 
and Colonial Missions. The entire cost of 
the freehold site, building, fittings, and far- 
niture, is about 72,0001 Of this amount, 
there had been raised, before the day of 
opening, 62,0002 An additional sum of 
7,000. was contributed during the opening 


In a Daily News account of various foreign 
hospitals in London, a description is given of 
“the Hospital for Poor French Protestants,” 


French Protestant refogees driven hither ge- 
nerations ago by the Revocation of the Edict 


room by feeling with one hand upon the 
wall ; she is ninety-two next birthday. In 


/ 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL MEMORIAL waLt. | DUmerous and y 
The new Congregational Memorial Hall! | between the genealogical tree of 
erected in Farringdon Street, on part of the site | and various eminent men among the ejected 
of the old Fleet Prison, in commemoration of a and other famous Noncon- 
the ministerial ejection of 1662, was opened last days. n 
month. On the morning of the 19th ult., a 
dedication service was held, at which Mr. 
J. Remington Mills presided, and the Pev. 
Dr. Stoughton, the Rev. J. C. Harrison, Mr. 
8. Morley, «-p., the Rev. Dr. Packer, Mr. E. 
Baines, and others took part. A public : 
meeting was held the same evening, at which 
Mr. H. Lee, of Manchester,took the chair, . 
Baldwin Brown, the Rev. J. G. Rogers, and 
On the evening of the 20th ult. there was 
a comversarione and public meeting, over 
which Mr. S. Morley, up, presided. The 
Rev. Dr. Allon read a paper “On the Rela- 
| tion of Congregationalists to other Christian 
Denominations.” The Rev. Alex. Thomson, 
u.a., Chairman of the Congregational Union, 
then moved the following resolution : “ That 
this meeting, composed mainly of members ' 
of the Congregational body, for whose use 
the Memorial Hall this day opened has been 
erected, warmly welcomes the distinguished 
| representatives of other Christian denomina- | p ngs. 
tions who have honoured them with their| THE DESCENDANTS OF THE HUGUENOTS. , 
and expresses the hope that the co- 
7 operation in Christian work on the part of 
7, the several bodies of Evangelical Dissenters, 
. which in years past has been found consistent | formerly located in Bath Street, City Road, 
) with fidelity to their respective convictions, | now at South Hackney. The visitor was met 
; will in years to come, specially in view of | with the congratulatory information, “We 
the great theological and ecclesiastical contro- | are independent, sir; we want nothing.” 
At first it seemed we had made a mistake. 
; close orough, and the practical | This charming lodge, these spacious n 
union of these bodies may be honoured largely 
| French nobleman at least. But no; it is the 
| French Hospital for Poor Protestants. Sixty 
nmates only can be accommodated in this 
chiteau, and they must be poor, single, with- 
| out incumbrance, and descended from the 
' of Nantes. A hale little old woman ap- 
| proaches along the corridor; she is eighty 
| years old. Here comes another quite as 
| briskly, though she guides herself to the day- | 


a 


\ 
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ordained as a 

the consent of 
the Free Church Committee, to the English Presbyterian Church for 
a year to set agoing their Rajshaye mission, which led to his remaining permanently in 
of it “One of the earliest converts of the Free Church,” says the Weebly Review, “he was 
one of the most unselfish, being entirely free from that love of money which has been the 
mare of so many. His gentle, affectionate nature, his simplicity of character, combined with 
a large amount of shrewdness and general and withal his unaffected piety and 


CHINA. 
The Times publishes an extract of a private letter Ningpo, in 
says: “I heard there a remarkable testimony to the power of Christianity from the mouth of 
a heathen. He eame into our little preaching-room while I was waiting for the man on 


had never heard the Gospel, he said, but he had seen it. He began extolling its power 
. ‘I knowé man,’ he said, ‘who used to be the terror of his neighbourhood. If 
_ you gave him a hard word, he would shout at you and curse you for two days and two nights 
without ceasing. He was as dangerous as a wild beast, and a bad opium smoker.’ (I have 
since heard that he was involved in two quarrels in which blood was shed.) ‘But,’ he ‘. 
continued, ‘ when the religion of Jesus took hold of him, he hecame wholly changed—gentle, 
not soon angry, moral, his opium left off, etc. Truly the doctrine is good.’” 


INDIA. 
Intelligence has been received of the death of the beloved native missionary, Behari Lal 
Singh. Behari left England on the 24th of October, and hai « prosperous voyage to 
Calcutta, but was called away to s brighter home on the 21st of December. He was only fifty- 
three years old when he died. His health hed been failing for some years. Behari hes had 
a remarkable career. Born of Rajpoot parents, in 1621, he was sent in 1830 to be educated 
in Dr. Duff's Institution, in Calcutta, where he spent ten years. In 1840 he was sent to take 
charge of a Government school in Central India, under the patronage of Mr. (afterwards Sir) 
Donald Mcleod. Three years afterwards be wrote to his friend Dr. Mackay, desiring 
baptism, and attributing his conversion under God to the impression produced on his mind 
by the Christian character of Sir Donald. In proof of the reality of his conversion at this 
time, he resigned a Government situation of 1201 year, with the immediate prospect of 
succeeding to another of 3001, to go down to Calcutta and live on a salary of only 101 
a-year, that he might preach the Gospel to his own countrynien. Fifteen years were thus 
spent by him in connection with the Free Church, and Dr. Mackay testifies that during that 
period he had been honoured to bring in more souls to Christ than any of the missionaries 
i, diffidence might have led him to shrink back.” 
table to arrive. He was a respectable man, in easy circumstances, and very courteous, He 
| 
| e learn that recently the Revs. Messrs. Meadows and Douthwaite, two mission- 
aries belonging to the China Inland Mission, were attacked by a Chinese mob, and forced to 
{ fly for their lives, while their property was destroyed or carried off, at the city of Hoochow, 
1 situated about 100 miles from Shanghai. It appears that in the course of the past year the 
i members of the Inland Mission, who have their head-quarters at Hangchow, sent some of 
| their native preachers to preach and circulate books in Hoochow. Premises were taken, in 
| which for two months two native preachers, and the wife of one of thém, who acted as 
Bible-woman, pursued their labours without molestation. Then the literati began to notice 
them, and by-and-by the district tepao brought a message from their landlord that they were to 
; depart at orice, no reason being given. The preachers wrote to the mission at Hangchow ; and 
Messrs. Meadows and Douthwaite started for Hoochow. Here they found no actual disturb- 
| ance, and next day they called on the prefect, who was very civil, and promised to see the 
landlord of the house and send an answer in the afternoon. | On returning to the mission 
premises, they found that a crowd had assembled and attacked them. The married preacher 
= was ill of typhus at the time, and was being| attended to by his wife. The mob left the 
vf premises at the approach of the foreigners, and Mr. Douthwaite remained with the sick man 
| while Mr. Meadows went to the Chifu for assistance. The crowd had now,become larger 


difficulty in withstanding their violence, and had to resort to various expedients. At last 
they were compelled to escape by a back way, while the mob wreaked their will on the place. 


The missionaries reached the Yamen of the Chehsiens by boat, between eight and nine o'clock 
P.u., and urged that the sick man and his wife, who remained behind, should be sent for. 


But this was declared to be impossible until the following day. 
his wife were brought over, and informed the missionaries that 


& man to pawn his wife and children into slavery in payment of a debt contracted by opium- 
smoking or gambling. It has been favourably received by the young King, and this unne- 
tural privilege will probably be taken from the Siamese gentry. 

SYRIA. 


ing chiefly of converts from Mohammedanism—the fruits of the Rev. F. A. Klein's work— 

was opened for worship on Advent Sunday. On the same day, an excellent native cate- 

chist, Khalil Djamal, was ordained by Bishop Gobat to the charge of the new church. 
AFRICA. 

The Rev. Charles New, who last summer published an interesting account of his mis- 
sionary labours in Africa, has returned to his work; and his report regarding the inhuman 
trade which it was thought Sir Bartle Frere and the Sultan of Zanzibar had suppressed, is, 
“Slavery on the East Coast of Africa remains intact.” The traffic is carried on as, briskly as 
ever, both on land and sea, and Zanzibar, Mr. New says, is as well stocked with slaves as 
ever. 

AUSTRALIA. 
The Presbyterian Church of Victoria has a prosperous aboriginal mission, under the 


superintendence of Mr, Hagenauer, a zealous and persevering Moravian brother. In a 
recent letter, dated from Ramahyuck, the settlement which he has founded for at once 


civilizing and christianizing the aborigines, he writes: “ All our services are well attended 
every day, and it cheers often our hearts to have a full church and very attentive 

tions. Besides the increase through children of Christian parents, I feel thankful to say 
there is a continual prospect of increase by adult baptisms. The greatest joy which we all feel 
at present is that the oldest aboriginal in this district (old Nanny) has clearly expressed her 
wish to become a Christian and to get soon baptized, for which reason she attends regularly 
the class kept by my wife for those women who are not able to read, and it is really pleasing 
to observe the\progress poor old Nanny is making. Although she is very old—perhaps the 
oldest aboriginal in Victoria, for when white people came first her children were then partly 
grown up—she is still very strong and hardy, and has a sharp aad clear understanding. The 
work of grace in her heart is evidently growing every day. Such a change in a person who 
not only has seen, but partaken in, all the horrors and abominations of the aborigines of 
former generations, is indeed wonderful, and shows the power of the blessed Gospel of Jesus. 
The progress with the children in and out of school is the same as before, and the Duily 
Telegraph, in a late article, quite correctly remarks—‘ What would have been generally 
ridiculed as rank absurdities had they appeared as predictions a few years ago, instead of 
being now published as simple facts.’ Of course it cost us much labour and patience, but it 
is very gratifying to observe that our good Lord grants his divine blessing to it in so 
remarkable a manner, The outward progress is likewise very good, and with industry and 


perseverance the poor soil around us gets changed, and becomes fruitful land, an1 will bear 
its fruits ere long.” ~~ 
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the mission hai been 
completely sacked. Messrs. Meadows and Douthwaite, distrasting the faithless promises of 
the Chinese local authorities, now resolved to go to Shanghai. Their demands that the leaders 
of the riot should be punished, that the property be restored or made good, that the premises 
be repaired and re-occupation granted or others suitable provided, were met only by pretexts 
and excuses on the part of the Chebsiens, who, together with the prefect, seem to have been 
very desirous that they should not carry their complaint to Shanghai, though unprepared to 
give any proper satisfaction for the outrage. Messrs. Meadows and Douthwaite left Hoochow, 
and have arrived at Shanghai. 
BIAM. 
Mrs. Dean, the wife of a Baptist missionary in Siam, has forwarded a petition, signed by 
most of the European ladies at Bangkok, praying for the abrogation of the law which allows 
We learn from the Church Missionary Gleaner that a new church for the native Pro- 
testant congregation in connection with the Church Missionary Society at Jerusalem, consist- 
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PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 


A meeting of Council was held on Wed- 
nesday, January 6; John Finch, Esq., in the 


chair. After reading the Seriptures, prayer 


was offered. The minutes of the last meet- 
‘ing were ordered to be read and approved at 


Fe 
EF 


Rev. Henry Quick, Bath. 
E. S. Smith, Esq., Bath. 
Rev. W. E. Littlewood, Bath. 


OBITUARY. 

The Conncil having had reported to them 
the death of Dr. Capadose, of the Hague; 
also of the Rev. Henry Ollard, late of Derby, 
and a member of this Council ; and also that 
of the Rev. Peter Samuel, of Bedford,—they 
desired to record their deep regret at the an- 
nouncement, and their Christian sympathy 
with the families of the bereaved. 

PERSECUTION IN TURKEY. 

On the subject of the persecution of Chris- 
tians in Turkey, the Secretary read a com- 
munication from the Earl of Derby, forward- 
ing copies of a letter from the Turkish 


' 


Minister in London, and a telegram received 
| toy hie Bacellency from the Turkish Minister 
in Comstantinople. 
to Lord Derby in reply :-— | 

“ Evangelical Alliance, 7, Adam Street, 
Strand, London, Jan. 4, 1875. 

“ My Lord,—I am instructed by the Coun- 

cil of this Alliance i 


climation to admit their responsibility, persist 
in a denial of the persecution clearly involved 
in the sufferings endured by those Christian 


lordship, of your lordship sending out in- 
structions to Her Majesty's Ambassador to 
ask for an audience with his Imperial Ma- 
jesty at the earliest convenient time after the 
arrival of the deputation, and that his Ex- 
will further oblige them by aceom- 
panying the deputation and intreducing them 
on the occasion. 
“The Council sincerely trust that the steps 


The following persons were unanimously 
admitted to membership :— 
Captain Anderdon, Bath. 
. Rev. Prebendary Anderson, Bath. for the letter dated llth ultimo, aecom- 
. Dr. Bell, Bath. panying copies of correspondence which have 
| Ljeut.-Colonel Buckle, Bath. taken place between your lordship and the 
J. Daniel, Eeq., Bath. Turkish Ambassador at this Court. 
| Rev. J. Davis, Bath. “ The Council desire me to express their 
| H. Dening, Eaq., Rath. deep regret that the Turkish Government, 
| Dr. Evans, D.J.8.8., Bath. either through want of accurate information 
t of the facts connected with the outrages com- 
} M 
$ apd lames 
' - “The Council, with the evidence before 
them, borne out by satisfactory testimony 
; from witnesses in the several districts, are 
| impressed with the importance of the step 
| they are about to take, with your lordship’s 
C. Timin concurrence, in forwarding an address to his 
i Major-Ge , Bath. Imperial Majesty the Sultan, by a deputation 
f Rev. J. : , charged with the presentation of it in person. 
oy General Whinyates, Bath. “T am desired to inform you that the de- 
yf Lieut.-Colonel Willoughby, Bath. putation—eonsisting of Lord Francis Conyng- 
“af J. Wileon, Esq., Bath. ham, m.r, the Hon. and Rev. Edward V. 
Ht Colonel Wynch, Bath. Bligh, General Aylmer, R. N. Fowler, Esq. 
Samuel Gurney, Jabez Johnson, Esq., 
1 and myself—intend leaving Marseilles for 
} Constantinople on the 16th of the present 
| Thomas Woolley, Esq., Westmeath. month, and ¢ 
“The Council 
7 dress solicit the 
valuable services 
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ral Aylmer was appointed a member of it, 
with Lord Francis Conynghem, «pr. R. N. 
Fowler, Esq. Samuel Gurney, Esq., Jabez 
Johnson, Esq. and the Secretary. 
CONVERSAZIONE AT BATH. 


The Secretary reported that he had at 
tended a conversanione of the Alliance at 


-| Bath, held in the Guildhall, on Tuesday, 


end, and that an unusually large number of 
invitations for its observance at home and 


abroad had been circulated. 


DEPUTATION TO CONSTANTINOPLE. 


The deputation from the 
Alliance, conveying the address to his Im- 
perial Majesty the Sultan, sailed from Mar- 
seilles on the 16th of J , and were 
expected to arrive at Constantinople on the 
23rd. The members of it are :— 

Lord Francis N. Conyngham, Me 
jor-General Aylmer; R. N. Fowler, ; 
Samuel Gurney, Esq.; Jabez Johnson, Esq. ; 
and the Secretary, the Rev. James Davis. 

We hear that the Rev. Dr. Blackwood, 
who had expressed bis inability, through un- 
foreseen circumstances, to accompany the de- 
putation, may still be able to join them at. 
Constantinople. 

Christians both at home and abroad have 


family altar and in public assemblies on be- 
half of this important object and the deputa- 
tion by whom it is ted. We trust 
that prayer will still continue to be offered to 
Him who came to eset the captive free, to give 
complete success to their mission; that not 
only the sufferings of our brethren in Turkey 
may cease, but that religious liberty may be- 
come firmly established in that land, and that 
the Word of God may there have free course 
and be i 
PS.—Janvary 25.—We learn, by a tele- 
gram just received, that all the members of 
the ion who sailed from Marseilles 
on the 16th inst. have arrived safely at Con- 
stantifople. 


of Prayer, but also as to the spirit of ‘earnest 
supplication and Christian love which was 


we cannot count. In addition to larger meet- - -- 


ings, many were held on a smaller scale in 
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the Divine blessing, successfully strengthen 

the representations already made by Her 

Majesty's Government on the eulyject. 

“I have the honour ‘to remain, your lord- 
ship’s most obedient, humble servant, 
(Signed ) “James Davis. 
The Secretary read letters from the Rev 

Dr. Gate) December $3. The attendance was good. 

| The Bath Organization has considerably in- 

pressing the hope that the deputation would | “yer 

hasten their departure; and further stating | Teed it# members, and is now in efficient 

that, in any cave, their presence and influence | for Promoting the objects 

in that city would be likely to effect much 

indobded td the efforts of Gener 

, i t the ous efforts of Gene 

| approved the resolution passed Aylmer and members of the committee for 

meeting of signatories to the address to their = see 

the Sultan, held pursuant to a resolution eo-operation in the matter. : 
_ ANNUAL WEEK OF PRAYER. 

Friday, the 18th of ber, appointing; The Secretary reported that large and gra- 
the deputation to proceed to Constantinople. | tifying meetings for united prayer were this 
The Hon. and Rev. Edward V. Bligh and | week being held daily in the City and West- 
their inability, through unforeseen circum- 
stances, to accompany the deputation, Gene | 

presented their supplications to God, at the 
7 THE WEEK OF PRAYER IN GREAT BRITAIN. 

We receive from many places the most | The number of prayer-rueetings held during 
gratifying accounts not only as to the gene- | the Week of Prayer in the metropolis alone 
ral outward observance of the annual Week | (III 

manifested in the gatherings of God’s children | Lord’s people belonging to various denomina- 
everywhere, That the spirit of prayer is| tions have been drawn together by the cords 
rising and beginning in many places to over-| of love. Words of life have been spoken 
flow, drawing on towards the Lord and sal- which have left deep and, we trust, lasting 
vation multitudes who before were ignorant | imptession, The quickening power of the 
of the blessings of peace, or indifferent to| Divine Spirit has been felt in most of the | 
the welfare of their souls, is a rejoicing fact. | ‘assemblies. Gud’s people again take courage, 


- 


gf 


a. 
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exercise, 


Christian @ 


g 


introductory remarks, observed that 
vernment of the world is not 
As the nations grow in intelli 


and more difficult thing to govern them, all 
the more so as we rise above the early, coarse, 
physical mode of managing nations by the 
sword of the strong, and Prime Ministers re- 
quire more than ever firmness and wisdom. 
“There are wonderful things said about the 
possibilities of rule in the Bible, and however 
much the difference of opinion amongst Chris- 
tians, it is undeniable that rulers might be of 
great service to the cause of God as nursing 
fathers and mothers. On the other hand, 
tremendous mischief: may be done, and terri- 
ble things are said in God’s Word about 
rulers giving their power to the Beast in- 
stead of to the Lamb!” Referring to the 


suggestion of prayer for soldiers and other ' 


SEs 


3 


to do for us. He never promised to keep his 
disciples out of mishaps and calamities. On 


for good. It is not one thing 
good, but the combination of all things. It 
is quite an error when we say that every- 
thing is plain. Clouds and darkness are all 
about us. We have to go on looking up to 


the throne with clouds and darkness all about 


it; bat, thank God, none on it, It is that 


a reigning God in the midst of darkness. All 
human progress is through conflict, difficulty, 
and sometimes turmoil; and religious life is 
just the same. It goes on through conflict, 
difficulty, aud perplexity, and the looking up 
to a throne surrounded with darkness; but in 
Him is no darkness at all, for righteousness 
and judgment are the habitation of his 


throne.” The Doctor remarked, in conclu- — 


sion: “My joy is of my faith, not of my. 

nding. The understanding cannot 
penetrate the clouds. Faith alone does it, 
and sees the righteousness and judgment 
which are the support of the throne. At 
present we see righteousness fighting with 
unrighteousness upon the earth. 
battle is waging between truth and error, 
spirit and flesh, holiness and ‘sin, By-and- 

/ 


4 


ing | which makes us strong, to go on believing in . 


A sore 


“. 1, | 
Hg et 

| 

| 

blessed, though the Lord 

prevent them unto 
tended as they 
We 
Willis’s 
eleven 
| u.A., presided at Monday's meeting, and de- 

livered the address, and Mr. Donald Mathe- 
1 son, the Rev. 8. Shoobridge, Admiral Fish- 

; bourne, the Rev. J. E. Andrews, and the 

| Rev. C. de Boinville offered prayer. The 
1 Chairman, in the course of hie address, re- 
7 marked that he thought the keynote of the 

7 whole proceedings had been struck in the 
7) word “ Thankegiving.” It was a blessed and 

| happy thing to retarn thanks to Almighty 

| You must understand what Jesus promised 
the contrary, he said, ‘I send you into tribu- 

' lation.’ He reqtires us to guard against mis- 

haps and losses, by a proper attention to the 

) natural laws for the preservation of life and 
property. But what does he do? He s0 

. governs as to make all things work together 

1! 


shall have been bound for a thousand years, - 


oF 


prevailed in the country, and consequently 
the dangers to which the children of Christian 


parents were exposed from these sources, ;emark- 


ing that it behoved their parents to be more 
watchful over what their children read, and 


draw the line. What need there is for prayer 
that we may be guided aright! I think he 
would be a very rash man who attempted to 
draw a line. I don’t attempt it. But one 
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reign, and Satan | was talking the other day toa friend of mine, 


and he put to me this question: ‘What shall 


ways. My friends, do remember you were 
young once, and that there are many things 
which you have outgrown, aad so will your 


was offered by Dr. G. H. Davis, 
S. Russell, Mr. Ellis, and the Rev. 


pefeecuting spirit; but it was still true that 
Ahéte who desired to live a godly life must 
learn to suffer persecution. There was also 


| 
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by, when the Lord shall 
righteousness shall reign upon the earth, but | I do about my boys? They are beginning 
not be the only thing. Unrighteousness still | to grow up, and are wanting to go to this and 
exists upon the earth, and has a fearful out-/| that place. I am afraid, if I draw the 
break at the end of the thousand years. But | line too tight, that when they get their own 
what is behind that? We look for a MEME | masters they will break away altogether ; 
heaven and « new earth, where there shall be | whereas, if I take them myself and show them 
the dangers now, this may be avoided.’ I 
believe this is a mere piece of 
am sure that if a father brings up 
or a mother her daaghters, on th 
standing that the whole 
family is done by love, the boys 
will respect their parents’ feelings, 
you as parents will have nothing 
What we parents have to do with is Hi 
a may come, and duty of to-day, and not the chances of 
ness may abound. ‘*‘ Rejoice morrow. The duties are ours, but + 
ye righteous, and shout for sults belong to God.” In conclusion, 
are upright in heart.’ Light i Chairman dwelt upon the reciprocal duti 
righteous. A sweet and happy parencs to children and children to parents. 
God sows is sure to come u With reference to the former, he dwelt upon 
sown in this time of darkness, the ‘apostolic admonition, “ Ye fathers, pro- 
righteous ones, and gladness voke not your children to wrath.” “I be- 
in heart. His people shall be lieve,” he remarked, “many parents do this; 
they shall be made upright in heart, and they are so fidgety, so odd and queer, in their 
enter into the joy of their Lord.” 
meeting, by the Rev. Mr. Sugden, the Rev. 
R. Johnson, and others. children. Do not forget th 
The Chairman on Wednesday was the Rev. | spirits in the young. Aim at 
C. Dallas Marston, ua, who, in his address,| close to yourselves by the » 
said that the subject for the day touched | love. God does not provoke 
many of those who were present most closely, | wrath; and what a sweet study 
as probably most of them had children rang-|as a Father!” The duty of obedi 
ing from extreme youth to perhaps middle | parents was also touched upon. 
age. He proceeded to touch upon the spirit} In the course of the proceedings 
of. frivolity, restlessness, and vanity which e 
The attendance, which throughout the 
was for he most part good, was very large on 
Thursday, when Dr. Morley Punshon, the ; 
to be more persistent in their prayers to God | President of the Wesleyan Conference, occu- 4 
for their preservation from the pernicious in- | pied the chair. In his address the Doctor 
: fluences of the literature of the day.- As to/| said that there was great rieed to pray for 
/  @tmusements, it was an increasingly difficult | religious liberty, for there were places at no 
subject to deal with. “ We find,” said Mr. | great distance where it was still in great peril. 
Marston, “such a latitude of opinion upon | There was a spirit of enmity let loose against 
a the Church, although the restraints of society 
point is very ’ is, if we have a | méed to pray for the subordination of inter- 
conscience void of offence and: rightly in- | national intercourse and the increase of com- 
structed of God in theee matters, we have | merce and of science to the spread of Christ's 
nothing to do with future consequences. I kingdom, as there was danger lest increased 


| 


j 


a subject requiring especial 
yers from his hearers, A very large and 
influential list of in connection with 


Several brethren engaged in prayer. 

The Rev. Dr. Mullens, Secretary of the 
London Missionary Society, presided on Fri- 
day, and Rev. 8S. Shoobridge, Mr. Willis, and 
others, led the assembly in prayer. Dr. Mul- 
lens had, previously to his address, read Acts 
xix., remarking on the difference of area in the 
missionary fiell to what it was in the year 


1800, and reviewing the different agencies at | i 


work at the present time. He went on to 
say that he thought the first thought in their 
minds that day was one of devout gratitude 
~ for the progress which the kingdom of Christ 
was making all over the world. “I know,” 
he said, “there are some at times who are 
doubtful when they see the vast amount of 


wickedness still in our own country, but for all | i 


that I think great and rapid strides are being 
made.” Dr. Mullens then referred at length 
to his visit to Madagascar, telling what a hold 
Christianity seemed to have taken there, how 
visible it was in the private and social life of 
the natives. He then 


earnestly with the 


| 
| 
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international intercourse would tend to the | topics of the day, he observed that the theme 
importation of new vices, and lest the increase | of the moruing was one which might more ap- 
B of commerce should minister only to selfish- | propriately have been selected for the first of 
| ness and Jurury, and to the practice of habits 
is opposed to pure religion. There was danger have 
the ts 
} After referring to the hope thet pescd might its lessons, The term “religious 
y prevail amongst all nations, and that there is a better one than that sometimes 
| might be an increase of harmony, sympathy, its place—the higher Christian life. 
ti the rev. Doctor said that he had been desired 
;, kind ; whereas the only difference is im degree 
. and intensity. Before we can know the 
} he Council of the Evangelical Alliance had | meaning of the revival of Christian life, we 
appointed s deputation to wait upon the Sul-| must first know what the Christian life is 
} tan of Turkey in reference to the persecution | iteelf. This involves at least four things: 
of the oppressed Christians in Syria. The de-| Ist, the cancelling of our sentence of death, 
putation was expected to be in Constantinople | including deepening of the conviction and a 
about the 23rd of January. It had, therefore, | waking up to holy feeling, desire, and conse- 
been requested that the prayers of all churches | cration; 2nd, regeneration; 3rd, Christian 
might be raised to God, to incline the hearts | activity in the regeneration of the world; 4th, 
| of those in authority to the side of mercy, so | an abiding sense of peace and joy. With a 
that thos: who had been persecuted might no | full realization of these points our usefulness 
iy longer suffer. will increase, and our capabilities for labour 
abound more and more to the glory of God. 
| The supplications of the assembly were led 
by two or three brethren; and on this, as on 
some other days, there was an interval for 
silent prayer. 
Throughout the week there were also mid- : 
day prayer-meetings held at the London 
Tavern, which were largely attended. Even- 
| ng meetings in connection with the Evan- — 
| it gelization Society were held at Freemasons 
Tavern. 
1 _ In Moorgate Street Hall daily~ meetings 
1 have been held for several months from 
t twelve to one o'clock, with a special view to, 
offering prayer for London. During the 
ou Week of Prayer the topics contained in the 
1 avitation pepers became, at this meeting, 
i the subjects on which the worshippers, in 
) concert with Christians of all denominations 
of the whole earth on 
all man- 
| of how it was becoming nationalized in many| BricuTon.—We have had excellent meet- 
parts of the heathen world, and spoke en-/| ings, and have reason to believe good results 
| sionary work. Sroxz-uPON-Trent.—Our prayer-meetings 
| On Saturday, the chairman was the Rey,| were greatly blessed, and have resalted in 
| Dr. Joseph Angus, The Chairman read part | our arranging for « week of evangelistic effort 
of Isa. xliv. and Joel iii, and noted that the | in the town, beginning next Monday. 
| blessing is always represented as beginning ‘MELROSE.—A series of mid-day meetings 
with the Church, and from thence spreading | for prayer connected with the various sub- 
to the outside world. Then, referring to the | jects mentioned by the Evangelical Alliance 


CHELTENHAM.— We have had our Week of 
united Prayer. The meetings were held in 
our Corn Exchange, and were crowded morn- 


every corner of our town. The committee in 
charge of our special united services resolved, 
during the Week of Prayer, to give up these 


notices were sent out through all parts of Bel- 
fast, and much prayer was offered up that 
these services should be successful. We had 


very large attendances, and most blessed and 
earnest meetings. At our united noon meet- 
ings, the topics proposed by the Evangelical 
Alliance were taken up each day as subjects 
both for prayer and for addresses; and in the 
evening, though the speakers were left free to 
choose any subject suitable for an evangelistic 
address, the subjects for special prayer were 
always kept in view.. The Week of Prayer 
has never been observed with greater interest — 
amongst us than on this occasion; and we do 
believe and hope that, in answer to the united 
prayers of His people, God will send to us 
and to our fellow-Christians throughout all 
the world a time of great refreshing from His 
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were held in the Masonic Hall. The attend-| Armiows.—iI have much pleasure in in- 
ance was good. The various subjects were | forming you that, for the first time in this 
introduced by the gentlemen who occupied | town, all the ministers united in observing 
the chair, as follows: On Monday, by the| the Week of Prayer according to the pro- 
Right Hon. Lord Polworth ; on Tuesday, by | gramme of the Alliance; and God’s blessing 
the Rev. Wm. Crombie; on Wednesday, by | has rested on this external manifestation of 
Jobn Smith, Eeq.; on Thursday, by Thomas| Christian love and union. Much prayer was 
John Dunn, Esq. ; on Friday, by the Rev. H.| offered to our gracious Father that his 
Stevenson; on Satarday, by the Rev. Dr. | children here might co-operate in Christian 
Herdman. work, and we acknowledge that his hand 
LaNnGHOLM. — Prayer-meetings were also | alone could have surmounted the difficulties 
held daily here, but were not so numerously | that beset ue. The meetings have been at- 
attended as usual, on account of the inclement | tended by all classes, and the meeting-house 
weather. filled to its utmost capacity. There is gene- 
Beprorp.—The prayer-meetings have been | rally, all over the country, a greater desire for 
well attended. At ong of them the Assistant-| union; and, under God, this is to be attri- 
Secretary of the Alliance in London, who had | buted to the labours of Messrs. Moody and 
* come down from London, gave an account of | Sankey. We have reason to believe that the 
the present state of religion on the Continent,| Lord has enabled several precious souls to 
more particularly amongst young people, to | enter into rest. 
whom the subject of the day called special| Betrast.—During the past few months 
attention; and earnest indeed were the prayers | we have been receiving a great and abundant 
offered for children at home and abroad. At/| blessing upon our charches in this town. 
the last meeting there were at least twothou-| Thousands have been aroused to seek anx- 
sand people present. iously for salvation, and many, very many, 
Doraxina.—The meetings were well at-| have been brought to Christ. Since Mr. 
tended, and have resulted in blessing. Chris-| Moody and Mr. Sankey left us, evangelistic 
tians are more united. services have been commence! in almost 
Keswicx.—We had a very full attendance 
evening from Sunday, the 3rd, to the 10th. 
Previous to these meetings all the ministers | separate services and unite in two great cen- 
in this parish, and a few other Christian | tral meetings each evening. I enclose you a 
people, spent two hours together on the | programme of these services; 25,000 of these 
morning of Saturday, the 2nd, for the purpose 
of conference and prayer. It was a very 
profitable and seasonable meeting, and con- 
tributed mach to the harmony and union 
which prevailed at the succeeding meetings. 
We began the year with an expectation of 
| blessing, and trust we shall look for it as the 
year goes on. 
Eastsourne.—The attendance was even 
larger than last year, and we trust that a real 
and durable blessing will follow. A new 
feature in our meetings this year waa, that 
they were left entirely open for prayer by the 
ministers of various denominations, who con- . 
ducted them each in his turn. This plan 
proved successful. 
gracious presence. 
ing and evening. | 


— 


we 
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Pants. —During the meetings in connection 
with the Week of Prayer we have had almost 


Lavsaxwe. —The Week of Prayer has been 
blessed amongst us. In many parts of Swit- 
zerland the movement in favour of a more 
earnest seeking after personal holiness has 
exerted its influence over the prayer-meetings, 
manifesting itself in much earnestness of 


y 
hearts have been melted and truly brought 


together again during the series of prayer- | people 


meetings, whilst the presence of God was 


Beriry.—We learn from the Neue Zvan- 
gelische Kirchenzeitung (Dr. Messner’s) that 
the Week of Prayer has been greatly bleased 
throughout Prussia, in Berlin more especially. 
“These memorable days,” says this Christian 
paper, “ have shown that the Lord has still a 
chosen people here, believers who know the 
power of prayer. The presence of God’s Holy 
Spirit was, indeed, felt in all the meetings 


which were held in different parts of Berlin. who were present.” 


Alliance House, 7, Adam Street, Adelphi. 


showed how eagerly 
availed themselves of this opportunity 
of with God’s children for commu- 


JAMES DAVIS, Secretary. 
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: WEEK OF PRAYER ON THE CONTINENT. 
sory prayers, expressed full trust over- 
| a superabundance of short speeches. ruling power of God, in spite of the threaten- 
| i We| ing movements of the present day. It is 
meetings have been very interesting. 
| think they were more numerously attended | evident that such special gatherings all over 
| Lroms.—The weather here was such as| millions of souls, besides reviving His work 
| to prevent many from attending the Week | where the mighty waves of prayer are went- 
| of Prayer meetings as they would otherwise 
1 have done. Nevertheless, the closing meet- 
ing, especially, was one of great interest and 
) 
spirit and in the union of Christian 
) Some of our pastors, who had been last 
| year at the Oxford meetings, brought beck 
with them very deep impressions, which were first week of the year to God in prayer and 
shown forth in their accounts of what they | thankegivi There is, therefore, every 
had witnessed and felt, and the consequence 
q has been a real revival of spiritual life 
amongst Christians. In one particular yt 
in French Switzerland, where some matters of 
discipline, of secondary importance, had un- | particular, encou | in 
| — attendance, which 
truly felt amongst the brethren. This move- | nion and prayer. u en spoke 
ment of love manifested itself in the real | earnestly at one of the meetings about the 
7 spirit of the Alliance. necessity of being ‘conformed to the image 
if AusTenpaM.—The prayer-meetings have | of Christ,’ of ‘walking with God;’ thus 
i been better attended even than last year, and | preaching Christ by our life. The Empress 
all seem greatly cheered by their happy re- | attended this meeting, at which 1,500 per- 
; sults. sons were present. Dr. Stéker, the Emperor's 
i) Chaplain, and Pastor Pauk, exhorted to more 
) active faith and trusting in the promises as 
) contained in St. John’s writings. The re- 
= | sults of all these gatherings have been most 
bi blessed, and will lead, we hope, to a more 
| thorough consecration to God.” Dr. Messner 
| writes, in a private letter, “ You will be inte- 
tested to know the Empress attended one of 
EE great satisfaction of all 
I 


